Dear Dave, 12/21/90 

When idl finishes with the Post I'll enclose all its stories on yesterday's 
surprise .resignation by Schefvemadze l don't have the paper before me for the spelling) 
and I'll mail them this evening to av&id the long period without outgoing mail. I -clunk 
you may not get much in your local paper. 

x did not read all the stories but I did read the excerpts from his and Gorby 's 
speeches. I sugest that if you have an:/ interest you read them first and with care 
rather than begin by accepting interpretations of them which you may have gotten already 
on radio and TV. The early slant on radio and TV that I got was that the uroCeat resig- 
nation was aimed at Borby. I think this is not so. 

(But my God! How long has it been since you've heard of any resignation from any 
position <dn principle? I did that in Ltate and never survived it. j>nd I was correct— the 
policy backfired. That was over the Blhebook on Argentina after Nelson Rockefeller had 
made policy a* out of his hip pocket at Chapul tepee and didn't use the case against Peron 
and Argentina then when he was supposed to. Not having done this then when we did the same 
thing at the wrong time, at the San francsico founding meeting of the UN, it wad denfounced 
throughout Latin America as Yankee imperialism.) 

& 

~ saw a farf" amount of the resignation spech last night on TV and I h ve no doubt 
that he was genuinely upset and was quite sincere in what he said. I think also that he 
has a genuine disagreement with Gorby on policy and does fear a LGB-Armv/ reactionary 
alliance and the dictatorship it could be in a putsch or even without one. I do not 
think he 3aid anything he didn t mean. But did he have in mind anything he did not say? 

And what seems to be unusual to me, why did he not mention it in advance 1 S 0 Gorby? 

Probably to av^oid an effort to talk him out of it and the flight that could have m 

meant. Prhaps also to take advantage of the attention the very shock of it would cause. 

He certainly got international attention on his own terms. Possibly the surprise domestic- 
ally also made for greater shock and consideration of what he did as he wanted it consider- 
ed domestically. We have no way of knowing the internal impact. 

It may be his way of forestalling or' Sat delaying a coup of the kind that threw 
Khruschev out. But I'm sure he me;jit to draw mazimum attention to his priest his fear. 

Ge may have had in mind building support for Gorby vis-a-vis the reactionaries and 
the military and KGB. 

What he did not mention in the excerpts, carried by the Post is the major problem 
Gorby has in trying to hold the country together. I do not agree with the reporter's 
suggestion that he wants his Georgia to secede. There is a real question of the utter 
chaos in the USSR and the obstruction Gorby has faced that is responsible for a major 
part of their econoraic troubles and foot} scarcities. 

He may be wanting to force the issue of a coup or a dictatorship now, before the 
reactionaries are able to build more strength, take more advantage of the serious problems 
ahd the discontent they cause for which the reactionaries are largely responsible. 

What he seems to have ignored in his criticism of Gorby seeking more power is that 
under comparable circumstances just about every ruler in modern history had done the same 
thing as Gorby seemed headed toward, a convenient example is FDti as soon as he toon fiffice 
when he assumed powers he may or may not hafTfe had to cope with the Great Repression. He 
even tried to weaken the Supreme Court. 

•tie did not address the separatism that is so widespread and what Gorby is to do 
about that in addition to the many oilier problems but it is a real headache for Gorby un- 
less he wants to preside over t!|e disol^ution of the Union. 

We'll see how Gorby and perhaps more important, how the ^liiary respond. If Gorby 

can use this to build support for hi. self he may be able to make changes in the military 
resulting in more support for himself'. That could frustrate a coup. We'll see. Best, 



